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DPT Update 1 NIU’s transition to the DPT is in the final stages of the approval process. The application
is currently at the State Board of Higher Education for approval, and we have our collec-
tive fingers crossed that our program will be on their December agenda for approval.
Class 1 Check out our website for future updates regarding the DPT!
Enhancement

http://www.niu.edu/ahcd/graduate/pt/admission.shtml
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2nd and 3rd year physical therapy students have been working with patients in the
physical therapy clinic. 3rd year students have been acting in the roll of student
Clinical Track 5 clinical instructors and 2nd year students have been student physical therapists.
Policy The physical therapy students have enjoyed their new learning experiences and
have been learning of the joys and trials of being a clinical instructor. The patients
have also been enjoying the hands extra care they receive on Tuesday afternoons.

' A special thank you goes out to Janis Sawyer and Joy Robackouski who both
i worked tirelessly with the students in this new class arrangement. Without
§ them this class could simply not have been possible.

In addition to the clinical aspect, 3rd year students have been preparing for their
careers, students have been preparing resumes and performing mock interviews.

Utilization of the new clinic

and research Space C_Ontinues- We would like to thank NIU’s Career Center for helping to prepare our students and
Students are actively involved improving their interview skills.
in patient care and

1st year students have also been able perform observations of the physical therapy
clinic, focusing on the patient/practitioner interaction. We are continuing to enjoy
the use of our new facility and the learning experiences that it provides for the stu-

dents. .2.

research.




{ Paw Prints Page 2

Collaboration to Treat Balance Dysfunction

Dr. MJ Blaschak and her third year students have been working in collaboration
with the Speech and Hearing Clinic to assist patient with vestibular disorders.
The combination of the hearing and balance training has been assisting commu-
nity patients and helping to address needs of local residents. Additionally, this
has created excellent learning opportunities for our third year students.

The SMART Equitest system, pictured at right, is being utilized togmint the
patientodos area of balance dysfuncti
going treatment.

NIl U6s Physical Therapy program i s enj
services we can offer to patients of all aggs.

Physical Therapy Program Raises $3,300 for St.
Jude Children’s Hospital

i The students in the Northern Illinois University Physical Therapy Program

Therapy month by hosting their second annual spaghetti dinner and si-
lent auction for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital on October 17,
48 2009. Each of the three classes of the program had a different role in

§ making the event successful. This year surpassed last year by $800 rais-
¥ ing a total of over $3300.

We are very proud of our students and their commitment to improving
their community. We would also like to thank all of the DeKalb/Sycamore
area businesses who donated food and goods for the meal and silent
auction. )

Job Well Done!

3rd year student Jennifer Coon and 2nd year student Emily Peele both

completed the Chicaio Marathon this past October. We are very proud



